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INTRODUCTION

Call to Worship
‘I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth’

All Out of the darkness came light

And the power of God was revealed
In the running wave and the flowing air
In the quiet earth and the shining stars.

All  Out of the dust came life

And the image of God was revealed
In the human frame and the gentle heart
In the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul.

All  Out of justice came freedom

And the wisdom of God was revealed
In the need to grow and the power to choose.

All  And God looked at creation

And behold it was very good.
All ‘I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall 
 Continually be in my mouth’

Hymn Jesus lover of my soul 
Let us pray.

Living God, our loving parent: you cherish your creation and we praise you.
With our lips, with our lives, in all our diversity, each one made in your image,
we praise you.
Because in Jesus, you came to share our human lives, our sorrow and our 
joy, we praise you.
Because your Spirit is at work today; encouraging, enabling, surprising us,
we praise you.
Salt of the earth, you give us meaning and purpose and we praise you.

All Amen

Prayer of Confession
Salt is good, but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it?
Giving God, you blessed us with saltiness,

All But we became bland.

You trusted us with your word
All But we did not keep it
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You lit a flame in our midst 
All But we hid it under formality and smothered it with our fears

God in your mercy, forgive us 
 (silence)

Forgiving God we believe that you have called us
All  To be salt and light

That you offer us time, space and strength
All  To begin again

 (silence)
Giving and forgiving God

All  We thank you
May almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, forgive you your sins and 
bring you to eternal life. 

All Amen 
Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 
pray and to give more than we either desire or deserve:
Pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things 
of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we 
are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. 

All Amen 
Readings
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51 1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
    you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
    and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
    and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
    but I blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
    he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
    her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
    thanksgiving and the voice of song.
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Listen to me, my people,
    and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
    and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
    my salvation has gone out
    and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
    and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
    and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
    the earth will wear out like a garment,
    and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever,
    and my deliverance will never be ended.
This is the word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God

Hymn Sing to Jesus
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 16 13-20.

All Glory to you O Lord
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 

‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’  
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 
And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you O Christ

Sermon
Hymn: Wonderful Merciful Saviour
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Intercessions ending with
The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 Hallowed be thy Name.
 Thy Kingdom come. 
 Thy will be done in earth, 
 As it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,
 As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,
 The power, and the glory,
 For ever and ever.
 Amen.

Blessing
Giving God, bless all who have gathered to worship you this day, may they 
know the fullness of your presence at every meal and in all their sharing.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be 
you all and all those on your heart, this day and forever more.  

All Amen
Go in the peace of Christ

All Thanks be to God
Hymn: City of God


